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PREAMBLE 

The 33rd Annual Congress of NAE which deliberated on the theme: OVER 
SCHOOLING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHILD FOR NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT was opened with attendance of over 500 people on the 6th 
November, 2018 by His Excellency, the Governor of Plateau State, Rt. Hon. Barr. 
Simon Bako Lalong, represented by his Deputy, Prof. Sonni Gwanle Tyodin. The 
Congress drew 168 registered participants across Nigeria including Academicians, 
Academics, Practitioners and other stake holders in the field of Education. Of 
particular note, were the Governor of Plateau State as represented, the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Sabastin Siddi Maimako represented the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
(Administration) Prof. Theresa Mmadu, Chief of Staff to the Governor of Plateau 
State, Mr. John Dafwan, Plateau State Commissioner for Secondary Education Mr. 
Jude Dakur, Special Adviser to the  Governor on NGO, Mr. Jeremiah Werr, Deputy 
Chief of Staff to the Governor Barr. Bala Bako, Deputy Chief of Staff to the Deputy 
Governor Mr. Silas Vem, NAE President, Trustees, Members of the National EXCO, 
Fellows, Honorary Fellows, Members of the Academy and the Host of other 
participants and well wishers. 

The keynote speaker Prof. Mkpa Agu Mkpa, who led the academic discussion was 
followed by 97 presentations on the four sub-thematic areas: 

1. Over Schooling and the Curriculum in Nigeria 
2. Over Schooling and Employability in Nigeria 
3. Private Providers of Education and Over Schooling 
4. Multiple Certification/Examination and Over Schooling  

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

Arising from the presentations and discussions, it was generally observed that: 

1. There is over schooling in Nigeria through all levels irrespective of age. 
2. In spite of the observable effort to universalize access to Education, over 10.5 

million children of school age are still out of school. And at the tertiary level 
less than 20% of qualified Secondary Education graduates get places at this 
level More troubling, is the fact that the Educational system is unable to meet 
the real needs of the learners and the society as a whole. 

3.  Although the learners might have spent a lot of time in the training program, 
auspiciously to cover so much ground in the complex curriculum; it has proved 
too thin to be of significant effect. 



	  

4.  While so much time is spent schooling and an ambitiously striving to meet the 
curricular demands, it has led to mere book knowledge and the growing 
mismatch with the world of work and learner/graduate employability. 

5.  The private providers have immensely contributed to the growth and 
development of Education in Nigeria but whose contributions are beginning to 
overwhelm quality assurance measures of government. This has fuelled over 
schooling. 

6. The crave for paper qualification that accompanies the pre-independence 
education has continued unabated. Consequently, learners are subjected to 
multiple examinations and certification. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Deriving from the foregoing observations, it is recommended that: 

1. Curriculum implementation along with learner developmental levels should be 
structured and aimed at producing a whole person capable of using his head, 
heart and hands. The excesses as evident in the curriculum overload and 
learners over task should be checked by all stakeholders. 

2. Education should be made responsive to the needs of the learner and society 
such that there is a balance between access, equity and quality, and what is 
learned at school, the abortive capacity of the economy and employability. 

3. All regulatory agencies should ensure the quality of education delivery by both 
the public and private sectors in line with global best practices. 

4. The examination and certification processes should be so streamlined to check 
the adverse effects of crave for paper qualification, multiple examinations and 
bedevilled by malpractices. 

5. Parents should avoid over labouring learners with excessive schooling through 
extra lessons, private teacher coaching arrangement, vocation/summer schools 
in the best interest of the learner in line with psychology of leaning 

CONCLUSION 

The Nigerian Academy of Education deeply appreciates all who contributed to the 
success of 2018 Congress. We particularly note the very kind support of the host 
community led by the Governor, His Excellency Rt. Hon. Barr. Simon Bako Lalong, 
the host Institution, Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sabastin Siddi Maimako, the National 
Executive Council, Trustees and new inductees as well as all the others. We are   
heavily indebted to your massive support that made the Congress a huge success. 

Prof. U.M.O Ivowi, moved the motion as the true reflection of the deliberations of the 
Jos 2018 Congress and it was seconded by Prof. R.D Olarinoye 

 

Prof. Elizabeth Eke, FNAE   Prof. Desmond E. Ozoji, MNAE 
President      Secretary General 

 

	  


